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WHAT IS ART?
NAME:  ____________________________________________  CLASS:  _______________________________

INSTRUCTIONS:  Cut out the cards below. Add your own ideas by drawing on the blank cards.

Talk with a partner: What is art?  

Sort the cards into two categories: ART and NOT ART

Share with your partner: Why did you place each card in its category?

Sort the cards again into: “I LIKE” and “I DON’T LIKE.”

Share with your partner: Why did you place each card in its category?

What is  
art?  



theartofeducation.eduCopyright © The Art of Education University, LLC

WHAT IS ART?

Based on your discussion, what is your personal definition of art? Define art in your own words:

Look around you. Do you see any images or objects that meet your definition of art? If not, think back to 
when you did see something that meets your definition. Sketch or note them below.

Share your selections with a partner and use the following questions to guide a discussion:

• Were there any items that you both selected? 
• What makes these art?
• Did you disagree about any of your selections? If so, defend your choices to your partner.

Based on the activity and discussion, do you and your partner have similar definitions of art?  
Why or why not?

NAME:  ____________________________________________  CLASS:  _______________________________

INSTRUCTIONS: With a partner, discuss the question, “What is art?” Share some things you think are art. 
What makes them art? Share some things you think are not art. Why aren’t they art?
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